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Official Police Press Release
for the Feb. 6, 2019 arrest for
Email Harassment
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Warrant for Second Degree
Email Harassment
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Westport Custodial Arrest Synopsis
02/04/2019 to 02/08/2019

CASE: 2018-019908

ARREST DATE: 02/06/2019

ARRESTED: James Lawrence AGE: 53 RESIDENCE: Westport, CT
CHARGE: Harassment 2"*: Non-Threatening

BOND: $25,000 S N

On 09/18/2018, the victim responded to police headquarters and reported ongoing
harassment by James Lawrence of Westport, CT. The victim stated multiple requests were
made to Lawrence to stop contacting her however, hg continued to do so by email. The
investigating officer submitted and arrest warrant application, which was later approved.

On 02/06/2019, an officer observed Lawrence at a local gas station. The officer confirmed
Lawrence had an outstanding warrant and took him into custody. Lawrence was brought to
police headquarters where he was charged with 53a-183 Harassment 2™ and released after
posting $25,000 court set bond. Lawrence was scheduled to appear in Norwalk Court on
02/07/2019.
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EXHIBIT K cont.

Warrant for Email Harassment
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Affidavit 4

The undersigned affiant, being dLQ{‘; sworn, deposes and says:

1. That the affiant, Officer Mark' D. Grasso #4841 is a sworn member of the Westport, CT Police Department and
has been a member of said department since February 26, 2018. The affiant previously served as a sworn
member of the Connecticut State Police for 20 years and 6 months. The affiant has received advanced training in
criminal and motor vehicle investigations and conducted numerous investigations in these areas. At all times
mentioned herein, this affiant was acting in his official capacity as a member of said department. This affiant has
personal knowledge of the facts stated herein through his own investigative efforts and the efforts of fellow

officers who have reported the results of their investigation(s) to this affiant.

2. That per section 46b-38b of the Connecticut General Statutes, the victim's name, address and other identifying
information will not be disclosed. The 54 year old female victim will hereinafter be referred to as “V-17 or
“Vietim 17

3. That on 09/17/2018, I was assigned to respond to V-1's address to meet with the tenant, who wanted to report a
concern. She reported that she was made aware that the accused, James J. Lawrence date of birth 12/15/1 965,
who was arrested by Officer Sullivan of the Westport Police Department in March 2018, had returned to
Westport from Europe yesterday for a court appearance in Norwalk today. According to V-1, she leased the
apartment from the accused's parents and the accused is not listed as a lessor on the rental agreement. V-1 hasa
month to month lease which officially ends on 12/01/2018 and she plans to vacate the apartment. V-1 stated that
is very much aware of the accused's proclivity for stalking and harassing women and is concerned for her safety
and the safety of the other women at that address because the accused has access to the keys to all of the
apartments at that address and has previously entered the dwelling on several occasions. She reported that on one
occasion, the accused waited in the dark in the basement where the washing machine and dryer are located. She
stated that when another female tenant went down to the basement to do laundry, the accused approached her
from behind, placed his hand over her mouth and said som thing to her. According to V-1, that other tenant will
not do laundry at home anymore. P{* s Ju ' /?/ /

4. That while at V-1's apartment, I noticed that there \:é; pe:per towels taped to the windows. When [ asked, V-1
stated that she taped the paper towels there to prevent the accused from looking into her apartment. That V-]

also stated that she had changed the locks on the door to her apartment in fear that the accused would use his keys
to gain access to her apartment either to do harm to her while she was there or to enter the apartment while she

{This is page T of a 5 page Affidavit )
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The foregoing Appilication for an arrest warrant, and affidavit(s) attached to said Application, having been submitted to and
considered by the uhdersigned. the undersigned finds from said affidavit(s) that there is probabie cause to believe that

an offense has been committed and that the accused committed it and, therefore, that probabie cause exists for the
issuance of a war‘rant for the arrest of the a;aove-named accusegf‘
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Affidavit - Continued

was out.

5. That V-1 and I knocked on the door to the other first floor apartment where the other female tenant resides.
There was a long delay before the tenant answered the door. I announced that [ was from the police department
and then the door was opened. V-1 explained to the tenant that she had contacted the police regarding the
accused. My interaction with her was brief. Based on my training and experience, it appeared to me that she was
uncomfortable with my presence. I did note that her windows appeared to have a dark colored glazing on them.

6. That the affiant has attempted to interview the other female tenant and obtain a written statement from her, but
she is unwilling to provide a written statement.

7. That V-1 and I walked around to the side of the house where the basement hatchway doors were located. I
found them to be unlocked. V-1 stated that they are always left unlocked so that anyone can gain free access to
the basement where the laundry area is located. There is a stairway that leads to the first floor apartment where
V-1 resides. V-1 stated that she did not know that the basement hatchway doors could be locked, so I showed her
the latching mechanism and locked the door for her.

8. That on 09/17/2018, V-1 stated that she did not want to file a formal complaint but only wanted her concerns g
documented in the event that something was to happen to her. = - ? i /(j Cutor / Svbin / Pﬁ(\/

9. That on On 09/18/2018, V-1 forwarded an email chain of communication Between her and the accused. V-1
indicates that this communication was directly as a result of basement doors at the home being locked. The
message from the accused from the email address jameslarenaissance@gmail.com states, "Anna Advice - do not
cause my beloved 77 year old parents any stress whatsoever. Take this advice." The complainant replied to this
communication stating, "What was not Crystal Clearto-youwin'me writing "“do fiot contact me again™ FOR ANY
REASON? KEEP THIS UP AND I WILL CONTACT THE POLICE. LEAVE ME ALONE!!!1!"

10. That I contacted V-1 by phone to discuss this email thread with her. She stated that there was more to the
story that she did not want to initially share with me the night before because her friend, Marie Pelletier, who
previously resided in a second floor apartment at the same address, was in the room at that time and she was
embarrassed to share certain details with Marie there. V-1 stated that she had been involved in a brief dating
relationship with the accused. She stated the relationship began sometime around June or July of 2018, almost
immediately after she met the accused after he advertised his apartment for rent on Craigslist. She stated during
that initial meeting, the accused asked her out for coffee and they began seeing each other. 7 /g v

11. That V-1 stated that she and the accused have communicated by phone, text, and email. She stated that one
evening, she and the accused went out for dinner/drinks to the Pearl Restaurant at Longshore in Westport. That
evening, she and the accused had unprotected sexual intercourse at his apartment. She stated that that occurred
on July 15, 2018. She stated that that evening, the accused told her that he was "a player" and his demeanor
toward her changed after they had sex. V-1 stated that it was almost as though “the chase" was over and the
accused was no longer interested in her. ) elows , scormed weiag iy

12. That On 09/22/2018 at approximately 0810 hours, I met with V-1 at Westport Police Headquarters in the
Detective Bureau interview room. We began to discuss her complaint. She became very concerned that her
name would somehow be released subsequent to a freedom of information request or to members of the media. I
explained that the police department could only redact certain information and that there was a possibility that
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she may be called to testify in regard to her complaint. 1 e%plained that in my opinion. based on the fact that she
was in a brief dating relationship with the accused, that this now met the statutory definition of domestic violence
and therefore, she would not be identified by name in the police reports. The interview was stopped and we
discussed her concerns. LT. Prezioso joined the discussion and reiterated the information that I had conveyed to
the victim. V-1 explained that she was extremely tired because she hadn't slept in several days due to her fear
that James Lawrence may use the keys that he has access to gain entry into her apartment. She stated that she
couldn't think clearly and needed to give additional thought to whether she wanted to make this formal complaint.
[ provided her with Vietim's Rights cards and asked if there was someplace that she could go, where she felt safe,
to get some rest. She explained that she had a friend whose house she could go to and take a nap. A

; . . U2 51 port Mg Kl 47
13. That a short time later, V-1 contacted me by phone at police headquartérs and’stated that when she returnedo
her apartment, she spoke with the other tenants there and she realized that she needed to make this complaint not
only for her protection but to protect other women who have been victimized by the accused. The victim stated

that she would return to police headquarters on Tuesday, September 25th to provide her written statement :
J E 0 e;(} %{Cam& e XY At s

14. That on 09/25/2018 between approximately 1000 hours and 1200 hours, V-1 provided a four-page, sworn,
written statement detailing her relationship with the accused, James Lawrence, and her complaint of his
harassment of her through text and email communication. She stated, "I was involved in a brief dating
relationship with James Lawrence that began sometime around June or July of 2018, almost immediately after I
met James when he advertised his apartment, where I now reside, for rent on Craigslist. At that time, I was
residing in Wilton and wanted to shorten my commute into Manhattan. When I came to look at the apartment,
James met me there. He is an attractive man, who came across as very charming. After looking at the apartment,
I knew that I wanted to rent it and told James that I would take it. We agreed that I would move in on
07/28/2018. During that initial meeting, James asked me out for coffee and we began seeing each other. When |
asked James why he was leaving the apartment, he told me that he was going to Europe for three months because
he had to get away from Westport because the Police and FBI were after him. He said it was no longer safe for
him to live in Westport. I'm pretty sure that he told me that he had been wrongly arrested and that he was suing
Channel 12. LreS = P q//} ;/g S 9& Kuew
The victim went on to explain how she learned about the accused's arrest when she moved into his apartment as
he vacated it to go to Europe. She explained that she remained in contact with him to "keep tabs" on him so that
she knew when he would be returning. She stated, "On August 21, 2018, I found out that James was coming
home to Westport, CT for a court date. He emailed me to tell me that. On that date, I told him that I was moving
to West Virginia and offered to help him find a new tenant for the apartment so as to make the transition non-
confrontational. I wasn't really moving, but had to give 30 days' notice to break the lease. Again, [ wanted him
to think I was a friend so that he wouldn't harass or hurt me. However, I also felt it was imperative to let him
know that this was my apartment now and that he was not welcome there while I was still living there. He was
not to terrorize my cats. I told him this because he thinks it's funny to terrorize my cats. I told him that I have a
lease with his parents and that if they need access to my apartment, that I would need 24-hours' notice as per the
terms of my lease. I asked him in that email, “"Is that clear?”" and he responded, "“Crystal.”"

On September 5, 2018, I emailed James and stated, "“And while you are in town - I don't want you to upset my
cats by dropping by for any reason. They are my family and I am their Stewart and it's not a joke. All of your
things (except the couch which is covered and the king mattress) are packed away in the basement or at your

Cvaty CaFledy
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parents, $0 you need no entry into the unit ibam renting. If you have someone interested, I will show it and I will
need notice to tidy up. I need no additional stress in my life while you are in town. Please respect my privacy and
the terms of the lease, that is alli ask. I don't want any problems. Thanks for respecting this email. No bad vibe
intended, [ just want peace and quiet in my life while in CT. Sure you do too. All units rented so [ am sure your
parents want no problems either. Thanks and safe travels back.”™ ‘QC f(CtJ—fé doc /Zc"z-, < Emwil

The victim stated, "On or about 09/15/2018, James and I exchanged emails again. This time I wrote to him,
"“Fine. Don't contact me again or come by the apartment while I am here. I leave on Sept 30. I never want to see
you again. Understand? Clear???”" James responded, "*CRYSTAL ... THIS COULD HVE WAITED.AND
YOU COULD HAVE INFORMED ME OF THE FUCKING "POLICEMAN" WHEN IT HAPPENED. I DO
NOT KNOW WHAT TO BELIEVE WITH YOU.”" I had told him that what I thought was an unmarked police
car arrived at the apartment and a man in plain clothes was asking about him. I was trying to keep him away
from me and the apartment until I could move out. I again responded, "“Stop!™™" (% r fur

?,0 hanging paper

She stated, "I have taken steps to attempt to make myself feel more safe in my apartment including

towels on the sidelights of the bay window to prevent anyone from seeing inside, and locking my windows and
doors. I was very concerned because of the free access that anyone, mcludmc James, has to the basement
through the ""Bilco"" hatchway doors. I did not know that they could be locked until Officer Grasso assisted me
with engaging the latch to secure the access to the basement on 09/17/2018.” g it Yy ,//,/5 be /s ¢ /ﬁ S

NS ¢
V-1 stated, “On 09/18/2018, I received a text messacgffrc()m IZIrs. }I:awyl?a\ﬁ/ce James's mother, asking abo[{ t§e ye
locked basement hatchway. I can only assume that James came by and found it locked and reported this to his
mother. I replied to her in an email that stated in part, "“...] am again writing, I want nothing to do with him and
maybe now you both. I will clean the apt and leave the keys on the kitchen counter, text you the evening of the
30th that I am gone. I want nothing to do with whatever comes of him, for he's not going to stop harassing
women and/or writing his rants. Just leave me be as I just want the peace I deserve while renting these last few

{

weeks. I wish you both peace as well, for I guess you won't get it until you are both back in FL...”" 7,7,/, o r“f’ New

Shortly after sending that email, I received an email from James that said, "“(V-1) Advice (’&’é not cause my "(Z';ﬁmb
beloved 77 year oId parents any stress whatsoeverl Take this advice.”" I take this as a threat. After repeated J-
requests for him to stop contacting me, he continues to email me something like this. Considering James's past

and my belief that he is mentally unstable, I am in fear for my safety and want him arrested."

15. That V-1 provided me with copies of the email communications between her and the accused. Her final
communication to him on 09/22/2018 at 6:03 AM states, "WHAT PART OF CRYSTAL CLEAR ARE YOU
MISSING? THIS WILL BE THE 3RD TIME I HAVE WRITTEN YOU TO NOT CONTACT ME. YOU
HAVE THREATENED ME, NOW CONTACTED ME AGAIN. STRIKE 3. THIS IS HARASSMENT AND I
AM DONE. DO NOT CONTACT ME AGAIN FOR ANY ANY ANY REASON WHATSOEVER! I AM
TERRIFIED OF you AND HAVE ASKED, TOLD AND BEGGED YOUR PARENTS TO KEEP YOU UNDER
CONTROL. WHEN I LEAVE ON THE NIGHT OF THE 30TH, YOUR PARENTS, WHO OWN THIS
HOUSE, CAN DO AS THEY WILL. LEAVE ME ALONE!!!!t1" &L /q 7~ qd¢ fs“y[ 57

16. That I have made multiple attempts to obtain a statement from the “other tenant” whom I briefly met with on
09/17/2018 at V-1's address. To date, she has not come forward to do so. However, on 09/26/2018 at
approximately 1355 hours, I made contact with her by phone. During my conversation with her, she stated that

(This is page 4 of a § page Affidavit.)
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Affidavii - Continued
she is concerned for her safety. She stated that she lives by herself and that the accused is “creepy”. When I
asked about the glazing on the windows in her apartment I asked her if she did that to prevent the accused from
seeing inside. She responded “It's to prevent anyone from seeing in.” 1 asked her if she would have done that if
the accused wasn't around and she stated, “No.” She stated that there are times that she would be in the basement
doing laundry and the accused would pull up and sit in his car. She stated she would stay in the basement as long
as I could “hoping he would leave,” but he would stay there until she walked out of the basement. She stated that
he had to know that it was her in the basement, because at that time only she and the accused lived at the house
and the basement hatchway doors were generally only left in the open position when someone was down there
doing Iaundry She stated that when she would go out to the mailbox, the accused would 'always come out and
watch me.” She stated, “His presence makes me feel uncomfortable. I don't engage him. I avoid him at all costs.

I don't give him a chance to get aggressive.’ W2 $f7"uif f‘/?-@/f\/}’ QI’/?CQ #(Q Hf 2 f()é

17. That on 09/27/2018, ] obtained a written statement from Juimineiiies in which she details 2 stalking
complaint against James Lawrence. This complaint is being investigated under Westport Police Department case

number 2018- 020668. ke C/()f-?d N0 a fr€)6 o (s¢ na yire e (//_6,5'

18. That in his arrest warrant affidavit dated 12/23/2017, Westport Police Officer J amemoted “That in
checking this department's case history with Lawrence, I learned that there were 10<ase incidents logged from
2002 till present. In all of these complaints Lawrence was seen following the complainants around a store or
coffee’shop and then following them out to their cars where he would either stare at them or get right into their
personal space.. In most of these cases, Lawrence was told that his actions scared the complalnants to the point of
them calling the police. He has even stated himself that he needed to rethink his approach with woman. That I
also learned from these reports that there were a lot of other incidents with Lawrence that were not reported to the

police.” tmSanre [reS
19. That in his arrest warrant affidavit dated 12/23/2017, Westport Police Officer James Sullivan noted, “That in
this case (2017-022937), the complainant would not prowde a sworn statement for fear that Lawrence would be
able to find out who she was and then be able to retaliate against her. I also learned that in all the 9 other cases
that the complainants all felt the same way. That they all feared for their safety and because of this were reluctant

to provide statements. /’(;/(0& Joo# 7 W@f s ;@ Sp g ML nf?/ée P

20. That I conducted a criminal history check for the accused which revealed his arrest by Officer Sullivan on
03/05/2018 for Breach of Peace. In addition, the accused has an arrest record in the state of Florida dating back
to 1986 and in California dating back to 1994. Prior to his arrest by Officer Sullivan, the accused was most
recently arrested on 10/31/2013 for “BAT: SPOUSE/EX SP/DATE/ETC”. 10 dox X/

21. That based upon the facts of my investigation combined with the details of Officer Sullivan's investigation, I
can say that based on my training and experience that the accused is continuing his criminal activity and
predatory behavior toward women. That based on the aforementioned facts and circumstances, I have probable
cause to believe and request that an arrest warrant be issued for James J. Lawrence, date of birth 12/15/1965 of
LKA: 3 Lookout Trail, Westport, CT for the crime of Harassment in the Second Degree (Sec. 53a-183 of the C.
G.S.) for communicating with V-1 by email with the intent and manner to cause her annoyance or alarm.
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Hisp: N HEIGHT: 604 WEIGHT: 190 COURT/GA: NORWALK/20
eves: ™ skiN TONE: HAIR: BLACK BOND AmounT: 22:000
MARKS/SCARS/TATTOOS: CHARGE(S):

53A-183 HARASSMENT 2ND DEGREE

NOTES/WARNINGS:
ssv_ (D

Feie G 3C3FNsHRI = _OOLLRIG
WARRANT RETURNED TO COURT
INMATE #: UNSERVED:

0P, LICENSE # B 70LLED 3 sTaTeEC- A | paTeE: / /

OML NOILDES

MESSAGE #: 8340019 ENTERED BY: MARSHALL DATE: ik /19 .’2018

WARRANT SERVED ON- 02 1 ©b; { 9 courTpate: O &7 1 ¢ q orricer: Gk o
CANCEL MESSAGE#  TG35ZY D sy D?G'»?* %M—\;@ATE: O 66, IS

NOTE: DO NOT EXECUTE THIS WARRANT ON THE VALIDITY OF THIS WARRANT CONTROL SHEET.

VERIFY CURRENT WARRANT STATUS THROUGH COMMUNICATIONS PRIOR TC EXECUTION.
Initial Contact(s): Patrol Division: Detectives:

[ Letter sent to subject [] visit to Last Known Address [] corrections Check

D Phone call to subject [:] Neighborhood Interviews D COLLECT/NCIC Check

[[] Phone Directory Check []visit to Employment [] Probation/Parole Check

[[] Family Members/Employment Check
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33dHL NOILO3S
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